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Across Borders



Why Micro-Credentials Matter

Micro-credentials have emerged as a strategic policy priority across Europe as 
they offer flexible, targeted and inclusive ways for people to access learning.

❑ European Education Area

❑ Council Recommendation on Micro-Credentials

❑ Support for Lifelong Learning

❑ Labour Market Alignment

❑ Green & Digital Transitions

❑ Mobility & Recognition

This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 



MicroNet 

MicroNet builds on EU momentum to create a community of practice and shared 
knowledge among partners.

❑ Inspired by the activities and achievements of the MICROBOL project.

❑ Developed a collaborative network focused on micro-credentials. 

❑ Aimed to build a shared understanding of micro-credential policy and practice, promote 
mutual learning and support alignment across national systems. 

❑ By connecting higher education institutions, policymakers and employers, MicroNet 
contributes to a more cohesive and inclusive European micro-credential ecosystem.

This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 



This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 

Partners 



Event / Activity: 1 - IUA

This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 

Chair: Dr. Lynn Ramsey, MicroCreds, IUA

Opening Address: 
Keith Moynes, Asst. Secretary, Department of 
Further & Higher Education, Research, Innovation & 
Science, Ireland

Expert Speakers: 
• Vanessa Debiais-Sainton, Head of Higher 

Education Unit, European Commission
• Robert Plummer, Senior Adviser, BusinessEurope
• Klara Engels-Perenyi, Policy Officer, European 

Commission

Panel Discussion: 
Learner-Centric Approaches & Role of Enterprise.

14th December 2022

Inaugural Event

Click Here To View

https://www.iua.ie/events/micronet-inaugural-peer-learning-forum-14th-dec-11am/


Event / Activity: 2 - ECIU

This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 

Chair: Dr. Mairéad Nic Giolla Mhichíl, Director of 
Micro-Credential Strategy & Innovation, DCU

Expert Speakers: 
• Dr. Dorothea Ellinger, ECIU University Learning 

Opportunities Leader, TUHH
• Prof. Blánaid White, Dean of Strategic Learning 

Innovation, DCU
• Dr. Fiona O’Riordan, ECIUn+ Educational Portfolio 

Coordinator & Academic Developer, DCU
• Padmasheela Kiiskilä, Researcher, Tampere 

University & ECIU
• Anthony Camilleri, Expert in Digitally Signed 

Credentials, NTT Data Europe

8th March 2023

Building the blocks for a European Micro-Credential 
infrastructure: the next steps for ECIU & Europass

Click Here To View

https://www.iua.ie/building-the-blocks-for-a-european-micro-credential-infrastructure/


Event / Activity: 3 - UNIC

This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 

Chair: Dr Jean Van Sinderen-Law, Director of European 
Relations & Public Affairs, UCC & UNIC

Keynote: Prof Ahmet Içduygun, Koç University, Turkey

Access & Inclusion: The Foundation of Superdiversity
• Olive Byrne, Head of Access, UCC
• Joan Osayande, PhD Candidate & Sanctuary Scholar 

Graduate

MicroCreds: – What happens when a novel project 
meets a traditional system?
• Mags Arnold, Project Leads for MicroCreds, UCC

Panel Discussion: The future of micro-credentials & 
lifelong learning in Europe.

16th October 2023

Superdiversity & Micro-credentials

Click Here To View

https://www.iua.ie/superdiversity-micro-credentials-webinar/


Event / Activity: 4 - QQI

This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 

Chair: Barbara Kelly, Director, Awards Directorate, QQI

Keynote:
Simon Roy, Head of Higher Education Policy, OECD

Expert Speakers included: 
• Nora Condon, Senior Data Analyst, SOLAS
• Geraldine King, CEO, Employment and Recruitment 

Federation
• Helen McMahon, Senior Strategic Policy Advisor, 

Enterprise Ireland
• Tony Donohoe, Chair of the EGFSN
• Ronan Emmett, Head of Talent Acquisition & 

Learning, Boston Scientific
• Micro-credential Learners 

30th January 2024

Micro-Credentials can support the 
National Skills Agenda

Click Here To View

https://www.iua.ie/micro-credentials-can-support-the-national-skills-agenda-webinar/


Event / Activity: 5 - EUA

This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 

Chair: Maria Kelo, Director of International Development, 
EUA

Institutional: 
• Minna Hiillos, Haaga-Helia University of Applied 

Sciences, Finland
• Mags Arnold, UCC & UNIC

Irish Micro-credential Portal: David Corscadden, 
MicroCreds, IUA

Panel: Business, Community & Society representatives

National Policies & Frameworks:
• Nora Trench Bowles, Heald of Lifelong Learning & Skills, 

IUA
• Päivi Bosquet, Educational Advisor, Ministry of 

Education & Culture, Finland 

Panel: Gate openers for institutional change

5th June 2024

Navigating Micro-credentials: Institutional, 
National & European Perspectives

Click Here To View

https://www.iua.ie/navigating-micro-credentials-eua-webinar/


Achievements

✓ IUA: Inaugural Event

✓ ECIU: Building the blocks for a European Micro-Credential 
infrastructure: the next steps for ECIU & Europass

✓ UNIC: Superdiversity & Micro-credentials

✓ QQI: Micro-Credentials can support the National Skills Agenda

✓ EUA: Navigating Micro-credentials: Institutional, National & European 
Perspectives

❑ IUA: Building Bridges for Lifelong Learning: Scaling Micro-credentials 
Across Borders

This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 



Connect & 

Digital Resources!

www.iua.ie/micronet 

emma.francis@iua.ie

david.corscadden@iua.ie 

This project has been funded with support 
from the European Commission. 

http://www.iua.ie/micronet
mailto:emma.francis@iua.ie
mailto:david.corscadden@iua.ie


Micro Credentials in 
the Swedish Higher 
Education system 

Emma Norrbin (she/her), Systems Administrator Ladok 



All first and second-cycle education must be 
provided in the form of courses. Courses 
may be combined to create study 
programmes. 

6th Chapter, 13th Section, Higher Education Ordinance (1993:100)



Swedish Higher Education

• Universities are state institutions and tuition is 
free

• 40+ Higher Education Institutions 

• Academic year is 2 semesters, Autumn and 
Spring (30+30 ECTS)

• Courses are generally 30, 15, or 7,5 ECTS 

• 2 application periods Autumn and Spring 

“Freestanding courses that grant higher 

education credits meet all the EU standard 

elements and principles for micro-credentials”
Association of Swedish Higher Education Institutions (SUHF)



Stackable Free Standing Courses  

Bachelor degree

90 credits in main subject 30 credits 15 credit

15 credits 7.5 credits 7,5 credits

7,5 credits 7,5 credits

• Not possible for licenced professions 

• Need to apply each semester

• Some courses are not available as freestanding 
courser 

• Access to exchange studies 

• Degree documentation usually identical to a 
programme degree 



Application Autumn 2024
-Course and programme offerings

Course Programme

Application system
• On-line application for 

all universities 

• One application per 

application round 

• Apply to 20 options

Antagning.se

Universityadmission.se



1 2 3

Cooperation in administrative systems 

Application system 

Antagning.se 

Admission up to 45 

ECTS/semester. 

All options with lower 

priority are deleted 

Admissions system NyA:

Upper secondary database: 

BEDA

Prior studies: Ladok 

National organisation for 

evaluation and registration 

of foreign credential: VO 

  

Student registry Ladok:

All courses and 

programme registrations 

and results in one system.

Verifying credentials and 

degrees in the system 



Thank you for your time

If you have questions: 

Emma.Norrbin@mau.se 

Links:

Guidelines on Micro Credentials (Association of Swedish Higher Education Institutions 
(SUHF) 

Application website

Student registry 

Swedish Council for Higher Education 

Swedish Higher Education Authority 

mailto:Emma.Norrbin@mau.se
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://suhf.se/app/uploads/2024/03/SUHF-Guideline-on-Micro-Credentials-EN-240328.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwiGkLDzmMuMAxVsHRAIHVBIOjwQFnoECA8QAQ&usg=AOvVaw2DAX8bSG26IHBeO1oIoOey
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://suhf.se/app/uploads/2024/03/SUHF-Guideline-on-Micro-Credentials-EN-240328.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwiGkLDzmMuMAxVsHRAIHVBIOjwQFnoECA8QAQ&usg=AOvVaw2DAX8bSG26IHBeO1oIoOey
https://www.universityadmissions.se/intl/start
https://ladokkonsortiet.se/in-english/about-us/the-ladok-system
https://www.uhr.se/en/start/
https://www.uka.se/swedish-higher-education-authority




Microcredentials:
Inspiring Innovation in the

European Ecosystem
Daniel Franco

University Autonoma of Barcelona
ECIU University

28 April 2025

MICRONET EVENT



European Alliance: ECIU university

• From 2021, ECIU pioneering MCs in a cohesive European
approach to Education following EU recommendations
• Innovation drivers at ECIU University:

• We adopt challenges to catch societal needs and Challenge-based 
learning to create answers to these challenges 
• solved more than 200 societal challenges with circa 200 external stakeholders

(industry and societal bodies)
• We introduce Flexible Learning Pathways and MCs to be flexible and 

adapt to societal changes now and in the future.
• MCs as a proof of Skills and Competences under a Competence Taxonomy
• More than 5,000 competence passports and circa 1.000 MCs issued to 

learners



• European standards: We have developed processes which 
have incorporated European standards
• EDCL/ European Learning Model (Issuing Process, Qualified 

eSealing)
• Europass system and Europass wallet 
• ESCO Framework
• Learning Outcomes, ECTS
• European Quality Standards (ENQA, EQF) & EHEA Tools 

• Recognition
• ECIU level
• ECIU mobility

European Alliance: ECIU university



Impact of ECIU University Alliance

• National and institutional impact of the ECIU University Alliance:
• Policy
• Stakeholders
• Universities

• Levels:
• UAB MCs
• Spanish & Catalan Gov MCs
• Business organizations Orgs and NGO’s MCs



CBL & Digital Microcredentials at UAB

• Embed ECIU experience (CBL and MCs) at regular UAB study 
programmes for every student

• Challenges and MCs incorporated as a mainstream beyond ECIU to 
regular bachelors and extracurricular activities for students, teachers 
and lifelong learners
• UAB Campus challenges
• Trainings in European projects
• Part of a regular Bachelor specific subject
• Appear in the Diploma Supplement



Working groups of Spanish Universities

• Postgraduate and LifeLong 
Learning Network of 
Universities

• Microcredentials design and 
accreditation guidelines 



• Ponencia: «Aprender sin límites: el 
valor de la formación permanente 
y su impacto global»
(28 de marzo de 2025) 
Mireia Gali Reyes. Coordinadora 
Institucional de ECIU University y 
Coordinadora del grupo de trabajo 
de microcredenciales de la Red 
Española de Alianzas, UEUE. 
Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona. Jon Altuna 
Iraola. Vicerrector Académico. 
Mondragon Unibertsitatea.

• Microcredentials Working Group 
of the Spanish Network of 
European Alliances coordinated 
by Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona.

• Learning without limits: the 
value of lifelong learning and its 
global impact (28th March 2025)

Working groups of Spanish Universities



Impact of ECIU University Alliance

• National and institutional impact of the ECIU University 
Alliance:
• Policy
• Stakeholders
• Universities

• UAB MCs
• Spanish & Catalan Gov MCs
• Business organizations Orgs and NGO’s MCs







Artículo 7. Los títulos universitarios.
1. Las universidades impartirán enseñanzas conducentes a la obtención de títulos universitarios oficiales, con
validez y eficacia en todo el Estado, y podrán impartir enseñanzas conducentes a la obtención de títulos propios,
incluidos los de formación a lo largo de la vida, en los términos establecidos reglamentariamente.
2. Todos los títulos universitarios deberán reunir los estándares de calidad establecidos en el Espacio Europeo de
Educación Superior.
3. Los títulos universitarios de carácter oficial deberán inscribirse en el Registro de Universidades, Centros y
Títulos. Esta inscripción tendrá efectos constitutivos respecto de la creación de títulos universitarios oficiales y
llevará aparejada la consideración inicial de título acreditado a los efectos legal y reglamentariamente
establecidos. Podrán, igualmente, inscribirse otros títulos no oficiales a efectos informativos.
El Gobierno regulará el procedimiento y las condiciones para la inscripción de los títulos universitarios.
4. Las universidades y otros centros de estudios superiores deberán evitar que la denominación o el formato de
sus títulos propios puedan inducir a confusión con respecto a los títulos universitarios oficiales. Las
universidades deberán informar al estudiantado del carácter oficial o propio de sus títulos.
5. La formación a lo largo de la vida podrá desarrollarse mediante distintas modalidades de enseñanza, incluidas
microcredenciales, micromódulos u otros programas de corta duración.

5. Lifelong learning may be developed through different teaching modalities, 

including micro-credentials, micro-modules or other short-term programmes.

University degrees

Quality Standards

University Rule



Action plan for the 
development  of 

university MCs in Spain

MICROCREDS PLAN: 
Shaping your future

• The Ministry of Universities, within the framework of the Recovery, Transformation and Resilience Plan, creates a 
fund of 50 million euros for the development of the Microcreds Plan.

• This plan allows financing both the production of micro-credentials, as well as scholarships and aid for people 
who are unemployed, low-income or in a situation of social vulnerability, as well as for intermediation 
activities between the university and the productive sectors.

• Micro-credentials preserve lifelong learning as a core function of the university.



MicroCredCAT Plan 
Working Group

Employment Service

Business Development Agency

Business Associations and Organisations 

Lifelong Learning Service

Labor Unions

Universities





Impact of ECIU University Alliance

• National and institutional impact of the ECIU University 
Alliance:
• Policy
• Stakeholders
• Universities

• UAB MCs
• Spanish & Catalan Gov MCs
• Business organizations Orgs and NGO’s MCs



Business organizations Orgs and NGO’s MCs

PIMEC Forum. Cycle of meetings. The university-mipime 

collaboration. Lifelong learning and micro-credentials in 

businesses 



The ABD Group NGO and the UAB join 

forces to create a pioneering micro-

credential to strengthen the skills of 

professionals in the field of social 

services management

Business organizations Orgs and NGO’s MCs



Microcredentials:
Inspiring Innovation in the

European Ecosystem
Daniel Franco

University Autonoma of Barcelona
ECIU University

28 April 2025

MICRONET EVENT

Thank you!



Building Bridges for 
Lifelong Learning: Scaling 
Micro-Credentials across 
Borders

UL Implementation Case Study 

Michael Hennessy and Dr. Sarah Brady



Future Skills Needs – The Global Outlook

61% of workers will require 
retraining between now and 2027

Due to changing demographics, HEIs will see 
a steady reduction in CAO applicants from 

2030-2040

The vast majority of business leaders (94%) 
now expect employees to pick up new skills on 

the job – a sharp rise from 65% in 2018.

 Technology
 Sustainability
 Soft Skills
 Lifelong Learning



At a Glance …

c18,000



Enterprise-focused Education Ecosystem

3000 placements
4000+ employers 200-300 

annually 850 enrolments to 
micro-credentials

Industry 4.0
Levels 7-10

Cooperative
Education

Programme
Fee SubsidiesExecutive

Apprenticeships
Springboard+

HCI MC Learner Fee 
Subsidy

€1.69m funding across
112 professional courses & 

programmes 

July (Jobs) 
Stimulus

Track Record of EDUCATION | ENTERPRISE collaboration



https://youtu.be/Vdb1PnN0qVU?feature=shared

https://youtu.be/Vdb1PnN0qVU?feature=shared


Engaging with Employers



Micro-credentials at UL

2015 2025

GPS Accepts (all courses)

IUA Registrar’s agree MC 
definition

UL Academic Council 
approve MC definition

University 
Certificates of 

Study
(2016) 

UL onboard additional 1350 
learners onto short 
courses due to July 

Stimulus funding

MicroCreds.ie 
discovery portal 

launched

2020

Transforming Education

City & Region

Operating Model

Internationalisation

UL@50

UL EC approve Micro-
credential Advisory 

Group (MAG)



Current Offerings at UL
151 MCs

3-15 
ECTS

6-9 NFQ

Micro-credential Topics | 
University of Limerick

Home – MicroCreds | Short, 
Flexible, Accredited Courses

https://www.ul.ie/gps/microcredential-topics
https://www.ul.ie/gps/microcredential-topics
https://microcreds.ie/
https://microcreds.ie/


European and National Projects

EU Projects | University of Limerick (ul.ie)

https://www.ul.ie/gps/eu-projects


Build your Learning Pathway
• Short courses, pathways, programmes – from Micro-credential to Masters

• Skills, Knowledge and Competencies

MicroCred

SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE, COMPETENCIES

6-12 weeks
Offer part-time

Expressed as achieved Learning 
Outcomes;

Quality Assured 

Transcript 3-15 ECTS;
NFQ 6-9;

Certificate of Completion

P r o f e s s i o n a l 
D i p l o m a

MC

MC

MC MC

MC

MC

Professional Masters

Prof. 
Diploma

Prof. 
Diploma

Prof. 
Diploma

MC as part of a larger (still small) programme 
such as professional Diploma

Often offered part-time

MC recognised as achieved learning

RPL – recognition of prior learning – also 
available to recognise achieved and experiential 

learning

Combination of Professional Diploma from multiple 
disciplines to build towards your Professional Masters



Certificate of Fundamentals of 
Sustainable Resource Management

• outcome of consultation with employer/industry group

• NFQ 7, 27 ECTS Special Purpose Award

• Any 3: 
• IMPLEMENTING SUSTAINABILITY PractiCE
• ENERGY MANAGEMENT IN PRACTICE,
• BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT
• WASTE & CIRCULAR ECONOMY MANAGEMENT IN PRACTICE, 
• WATER STEWARDSHIP IN PRACTICE

Elec 1

Elec 5Elec 4Elec 3

Practical ways to make their 
businesses more sustainable and 

climate ready

Elec 2
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