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We don’t know enough about the role of parents in their 
children’s experiences of online bullying (as educators, role 
models, bullies, agents of prevention and intervention, etc.) 

We don’t know what parents need (in terms of knowledge, 
teacher-parent intervention, resources, safety apps, digital 
literacy, etc.)

This project addresses a significant gap in the international 
scholarship

Research gap



Disciplinary orthodoxies in educational psychology, sociology, 
internet studies, and gender studies

Methodological, e.g. large-scale surveys vs. in-depth 
interviews

Theoretical, e.g. individual versus social conceptualisations of 
bullying

Inter-disciplinary opportunites
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Goldsmiths University



September 2022: Project start

September 2023: All 10 DCs recruited

Academic secondment

Non-academic secondment

Network-wide training events:
- Winter School, Stavanger 2024
- Building strong family-school partnerships training, 

IPA 2024
- Dealing with Stakeholders, Athens 2024
- Summer School, Dublin 2025

Conferences, symposia, workshops, etc.
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8 Work Packages
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DELIVERABLES

• Project website
• Project handbook
• Scientific publications
• Parent toolkit for teachers/professionals
• Digital Safety Guideline for Parents 
• Policy advocacy toolkit related to cyberbullying along 

lines of age, gender, social status and ethnicity
• Report on the status of parent – teacher/school 

cooperation in cyberbullying prevention and intervention
• Report on the current and future state of parents’ needs 

for digital media literacy to support young people
• Report on parents, diversity and methodological issues in 

society and cross-national bullying research
• Public talk for parents
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LESSONS LEARNED

• Choosing partners
• Budget for a Project Manager
• Coordinate secondments 
• Don’t over-promise
• Changes happen
• Communicate!
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Thank you!

debbie.ging@dcu.ie
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