Knowledge-Based Society?

Irish university research policy in the epoch of

globalisation
24 October 2006

James Wickham

Employment Research Centre
Trinity College Dublin

CrC



strategy

e Irish social science and European
‘excellence’
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qualifications than in all European countries except Greece,
Spain and Portugal).

Continuing high levels of functional illiteracy amongst
labour market entrants

Very low levels of continuing education
Research as consumption rather than investment

BUT ‘volume production’ of technical graduates for a

small (in employment terms) but decisive sector of the
economy



~ Ifit's easy for students to get jobs, fewer students do researc
degrees

e Graduates do not necessarily do ‘graduate’ jobs

- Re-analysis of US census data shows at most 20% of jobs can be
classified as ‘symbolic analysts’ i.e. using analytical and conceptual
skills (Brown & Hesketh, 2004)

» In most European countries at least 20% of graduates consider they
are ‘over-educated’ for their current jobs (Lindley, 2002).

» Many young UK graduates in the service sector are in ‘non-
graduate’ jobs (Mason, 2002).

» Increasing qualifications can just lead to ‘qualification inflation’...




Table VI. Occupational distribution of graduates employed in retailing, 1988 and 1998

1988 1098
% of graduates

Occupational Code

1 Professional and related supporting management 18
and administration
1I-111 Professional and related in education, welfare and 21
health; literary, artistic and sport
L% Professional and related in science, engineering, %
technology
YV Management 36
1 Managers and administrators 36
2 Professional 21
3 Associate professional 6
Other occupations (mainly sales and clerical) 22 37
TOTAL 100 100
Graduates as percent of rotal emplovmient 3.3 6.5

Source: Labour Force Survey.
Note: Occupational codes refer to CODOT major groups (1988) and SOC 1990 major groups
(1908).

Source: Mason, ‘High Skills Utilisation Under Mass Higher
Education...(2002)
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AMmerica

Growing inequality of access:

— 3% of students at vy League colleges from poorest 25% of families

— No increase in Harvard’s African-American intake despite massive expenditure

— Children of donors increasingly getting favoured access (legacy lists’)

— Search for ‘excellent’ students means that entrance awards do not go to ‘needy’ students
Long ‘tail’ of educational under-achievement and popular ignorance

— ‘Three quarters of incoming high graduates were viewed as deficient in basic English writing
skills’ (FT 02.10.2006)

— 68% of the population believe in the devil (Rifkin, 2004: 20)
US education mirrors the inequalities of US society

— Some very rich and a large affluent ‘service class’ but at the same time stagnant or even falling
standards for the majority and a significant excluded minority.

Alternative developmental models do exist

— Finland combines egalitarian university access, high general levels of education, close university-
industry linkages and leading science-based industry and services (Castells and Himanen, The
Information Society and the Welfare State (2002)).



Technology

\\ Innovation




- Growing income inequalities within academe

- The risk of De Lorean in academe
Focus on ‘excellence’ by itself ignores questions of linkages and
embeddedness — in both industrial policy and within academe
itself.
Lessons for academe from innovation policy

» Isolation leads to ‘not invented here’, restriction to one development
path (the lemming syndrome)

» Disembedding leads to ‘cathedrals in the desert’ and no linkage to
local innovation



o tradition or institution specialising in
Technology & Society Studies)

- ‘Two cultures’ — mutual disinterest between natural and social
sciences

» No research even in the most ‘applied’ areas (e.g. scientific
labour markets and careeers)
e Growing disinterest in science and technology
amongst school-leavers

» SSTI understands the problem in terms of a failure of
‘'science communication’
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kno\?vledge prodijcers

production e Interactive model
e Linear model e Multiple forms of
e Quality control quality control

through peer e User involvement

refereed publications
e No user involvement
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User involvement in EU social science

projects

TABLE II.

Forms of user involvement

User involvement in ()
[nitation Eesearch Dissemination

Linear projects
Academic MNo Mo Mo 2
Informative WNo Mo o8 &
Applied ‘o8 Mo o8 2
[Philanthropic] o8 MNo N
Interactive projects
Contact No (= WNo &)
Diissemination No os B8 32
Exploitative Yes (= N 2
Attached o8 o8 e 33
Tiotal 100
(IN) (7d)




ifferent forms of user involvemen
— Learning how to do it (‘user groups’, ‘policy
conferences’...)

— In some small way universities become a distinctive but
integral part of European society

e BUT...

— FP6 stress on ‘excellence’
— FP7 ideas driven research (‘frontier research’)

— Abandon attempt to combine academic standards and
societal connection
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