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The HEAR Application Guide is designed to help you complete your HEAR Application Form.

WHAT IS THE HIGHER EDUCATION ACCESS ROUTE?
The Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) is a third level

admissions scheme for students from socio-economically
disadvantaged backgrounds. HEAR has been established
by 8 Higher Education Institutions based on clear
evidence' that socio-economic disadvantage negatively
impacts on educational attainment at school and

progression to higher education.

School leavers who present satisfactory evidence relating
to their socio-economic circumstances and satisfy
matriculation and subject requirements are eligible to
compete for a quota of places allocated to applicants on a
reduced points basis in each of the participating

institutions as part of the Higher Education Access Route.

HEAR 2009 is a pilot year and is subject to review by the

participating Higher Education Institutions.

WHO ARE THE HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEls)
THAT PARTICIPATE IN HEAR?

Dublin City University (DCU)

Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT)

National University of Ireland, Galway (NUIG)
National University of Ireland, Maynooth (NUIM)
Trinity College (TCD)

University College Cork (UCC)

University College Dublin (UCD)

University of Limerick (UL)

WHY SHOULD | MAKE A HEAR APPLICATION?

Students who are eligible for the HEAR programme
compete for a number of reduced points places in each of
the participating HEls.

Each HEI offers personal and academic support to students
who enter the institutions through HEAR.

1

WHO SHOULD MAKE A HEAR APPLICATION?

HEAR is for school leavers from socio-economically
disadvantaged backgrounds. If you can answer yes to one
or more of the following questions, you should make a
HEAR Application:

1. Do you have a Medical Card/GP visit card?

2. Do your parents'/guardians' receive

a means-tested social welfare payment?

3. Based your parents'/guardians' income,
do you expect to be eligible for the Higher
Education Grant from your Local
Authority or VEC?

4. Do you attend a secondary school that is part of
the DEIS initiative run by the Department of
Education and Science?

If you don't know ask your Guidance

Counsellor or School Principal.

5. Are you a member of the traveller community?

HOW DO | MAKE A HEAR APPLICATION?

You will need to complete all parts of the Application Form

and return it to your link institution by the deadline.

Your link institution is clearly stated on the first page of

your Application Form.

Each HEl has the right to request further information

relating to your HEAR application. Canvassing disqualifies.

If you have questions, check with your Guidance
Counsellor, Visiting Teacher for Travellers, School Liaison
Officer or School Principal.

'Clancy, P and Wall, J. (2000) Social Backgrounds
of Higher Education Entrants, Dublin: HEA.
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HOW DOES HEAR WORK?

November 2008 Application Form & Guide available

Complete your CAO application
January 2009 Complete your HEAR application

Apply for your required financial documents

Return completed HEAR application by 5:00pm to your link institution
1 February 2009 Photocopy application
Keep proof of postage

Complete Medical/GP Visit Card Form 1 and Social Welfare Form 2 (if relevant to
February - March 2009 | your application)

Get all financial documents in order

Submit financial documents, Medical/GP Visit Card Form 1 and Social Welfare

3 April 2009
Form 2 by 5:00pm to your link institution
April - June 2009 Assessment of HEAR applications by HEIs
29 June 2009 Ineligible applicants notified by letter
July 2009 CAO Change of Mind closing date 1 July 2009
HEAR appeals
Leaving certificate exam results
CAO offers
SIS AL Successful HEAR applicants notified by letter
Accept CAO offer
Accept HEAR offer
Attend compulsory Orientation programme
e, ' v [l T
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HOW DO YOU GET MY CAO CHOICES AND WHAT IF
| CHANGE MY MIND?

HEAR deals directly with the Central Applications Office
(CAO) to get your CAO course choices.

If you take advantage of the change of mind option by 1
July 2009, the CAO will alert us and we will know what
courses you have added or removed.

Some participating HEls have restricted courses. This
means these courses will only be considered for HEAR
places if they were on your CAO form by 1 February 2009.
You can find a full list of these courses at the back of this

Application Guide.

Please note you may add these restricted courses to your
CAO form after 1 February 2009, however they will not be
considered for HEAR.

N

EDUCATION ACCESS
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ROUTE

DO YOU LOOK AT ALL OF MY CAO COURSE CHOICES?

No, HEAR considers your first three course choices from
your level 6/7 list and your first three course choices from

your level 8 list. These are called your HEAR choices.

HEAR only considers course choices for the participating
HEls i.e. DCU, DIT, NUI Galway, NUI Maynooth, TCD, UCC,
UCD and UL.

For example, if your CAO looks like this your HEAR
choices are MH101, DNO12 & GY101.

CAO Course Code CAO Course Name
1 PD101 B.Ed (Primary Teaching)
2 MI005 B.Ed (Primary Teaching)
3 MH101 Arts
4 DNO12 Arts
5 GY101 Arts
6 DC115 Accounting & Finance
7 LM047 Liberal Arts
8 GY024 Commerce with Spanish
9 CK101 Arts
10 DT366 Accounting & Finance

DO | NEED TO SIT THE HPAT IF | AM APPLYING
FOR MEDICINE?

Yes, if you apply to a Medicine course you are required to
sit the Health Professional Aptitude Test (HPAT). The only
sitting of this test is 14 February 2009. For further

information please see www.hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au.
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| AM ELIGIBLE FOR HEAR WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

The participating HEIs have a limited number of reduced
points places available to HEAR applicants. If you are

eligible, you will compete for one of these places.

HOW DO | KNOW IF | GOT A HEAR PLACE?

If you are successful you will receive a CAO offer and a

letter from the relevant HEI. This letter is your HEAR offer.

If you accept your HEAR offer you are required to attend an
orientation programme. This orientation is compulsory. If
you fail to complete the orientation your HEAR offer

and/or post entry supports may be withdrawn.

HERE ARE THE 2009 ORIENTATION DATES.

EDUCATION ACCESS

ROUTE

WHAT IF MY APPLICATION IS INELIGIBLE?

HEAR applications are reviewed very carefully.

If you are ineligible for HEAR you have the right to appeal.

Please note canvassing will disqualify.

WHAT IF MY APPLICATION IS INCOMPLETE?

This means you did not submit the required documents by
the deadlines. If your application is incomplete you

cannot appeal.

| HAVE TO PAY FEES CAN HEAR HELP?

No, HEAR will not pay any tuition or registration fees.

Contact the fees and grants departments in each HEI that

you have listed on your CAO for further information.

Higher Education Institution Start Date End Date

Dublin City University (residential) 30 August 2009 4 September 2009
Dublin Institute of Technology 7 September 2009 11 September 2009
National University of Ireland, Galway TBC TBC

National University of Ireland, Maynooth (residential) 30 August 2009 3 September 2009
Trinity College Dublin 14 September 2009 18 September 2009
University College Cork (residential) 31 August 2009 4 September 2009
University College Dublin (residential) 23 August 2009 27 August 2009
University of Limerick (residential) 23 August 2009 28 August 2009
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DUBLIN CITY UNIVERSITY

If you apply to Dublin City University you must achieve the Minimum Entry Requirements

These are:
Grade C3 in TWO Higher Level subjects and Grade D3 in FOUR Ordinary or Higher Level

subjects including Mathematics and English or Irish

Obtain the specific programme requirements

DCU will consider you on the basis of SIX subjects in ONE sitting of the Leaving Certificate
We cannot guarantee entry based on the Minimum Entry Requirements. DCU does not offer

HEAR places in the following courses: DC211, DC212, DC213
Familiarise yourself with the courses and specific programme requirements listed in our

prospectus or visit our website at www.dcu.ie

Contact DCU: Orla Conlan
T 01700 8869/8052 E orla.conlan@dcu.ie W www.dcu.ie/students/access

DUBLIN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

If you apply to Dublin Institute of Technology you must achieve the Minimum Entry

Requirements and any specific programme requirements
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Minimum Entry Requirements vary from course to course
The specific programme requirements may include portfolio, interview or audition for

NEopaioc!
.

some courses.
DIT offers access places on all courses. At DIT we wish to facilitate as many applicants as

possible. However we cannot guarantee entry based on the Minimum Entry Requirements
Deferral of an access offer is subject to the approval of the DIT Admissions Officer.
Please study our prospectus or faculty booklets in detail regarding the above before

applying. The prospectus is available at www.dit.ie

Contact DIT: Kieran Houlihan/Edel Travers
T 01402 7625/7605 E kieran.houlihan@dit.ie/edel.travers@dit.ie

W www.communitylinks.ie/access
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NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND, GALWAY

If you apply to NUI, Galway you must achieve the Minimum Entry Requirements.
These are:

« Grade C3 in TWO Higher Level subjects and Grade D3 in FOUR Ordinary or Higher Level
subjects including Mathematics and English or Irish.
«  Obtain the specific programme requirements.

NUI, Galway will consider students on the basis of SIX subjects in ONE sitting of the Leaving
Certificate. Please note that we cannot guarantee entry based on the Minimum Entry

Requirements.
Please check our prospectus for specific programme requirements at www.nuigalway.ie.
Contact NUIG: Ashla Ward/Carol Gallagher

T 091 493 553/071 919 5575 E ashla.ward@nuigalway.ie/cgallagher@stacs.edu.ie
W www.nuigalway.ie

b
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NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND, MAYNOOTH

If you apply to NUI, Maynooth you must meet the Minimum Entry Requirements. These are:

« Grade C3 or higher in 2 Higher Level subjects & Grade D3 or higher in 4 Ordinary or Higher
Level subjects including Mathematics, English and Irish.
« Any specific requirements for the course. Please see our prospectus for course

requirements http://nuim.ie.

Please note that St. Patrick’s College Maynooth (MU001 & MUO002) is not associated
with HEAR.

Contact NUIM: Martha Brandes
T 01708 6614/6025 E martha.brandes@nuim.ie W http://access.nuim.ie

[
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UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN, TRINITY COLLEGE

If you apply to Trinity College you must meet matriculation and course requirements.

As a HEAR applicant you are considered competitive if, after meeting matriculation and
course requirements, you reach approximately 80 - 90% of the Leaving Certificate points for

the courses of your choice.

Please note, that through HEAR, applicants can apply for reserve places in Coldiste Mhuire,
Marino (CM001/002 only), Froebel College, Blackrock (FR001/002 only) and Church of Ireland,
College of Education, Rathmines (CE001 only).

Please refer to the 2009 TCD Prospectus or www.tcd.ie for details.
Contact TCD: Grace Edge/Melanie McArdle

T 01896 3223/3647 E grace.edge@tcd.ie/mmcardle@tcd.ie
W www.tcd.ie/trinity_access

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE CORK

If you apply to University College Cork you must meet the Minimum Entry Requirements.

These are:

«  Minimum of 6 subjects in your Leaving Certificate with a minimum of HC3 in two subjects
and OD3 in four other subjects recognised for entry purposes to include English, Irish and
another language.

« There are also specific subject and grade requirements for particular degree programmes.

e Nursing programmes & BSc in Biomedical Sciences do not require a language other than

English and Irish.

Consult the Undergraduate Guide and website www.ucc.ie for full details of entry

requirements and information on all our degree programmes.

Contact UCC: Olive Byrne/Sheila McGovern
T 021 490 3678/2002 E o.byrne@ucc.ie/uccplus@ucc.ie W www.ucc.ie/uccplus
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

If you apply to UCD you must achieve the Minimum Entry Requirements. These are:

+ Grade C3in two higher level subjects and Grade D3 in four ordinary or higher level
subjects including English and Irish

+ Obtain the specific programme requirements

You may be required to attend an interview for Architecture (DN0O1); Medicine (DN002);
Radiography (DN004); Veterinary Medicine (DN0O5).

There are a number of denominated programmes that do not have HEAR places. Full details
on this and specific entry requirements are available on the UCD New ERA website

www.ucd.ie/access.

Contact UCD: Fiona Sweeney
T01716 1658/1653 E fiona.sweeney@ucd.ie W www.ucd.ie/access

UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK

If you apply to University of Limerick you must achieve the Minimum Entry Requirements.
These are:

« Grade C3 in TWO Higher Level subject and Grade D3 in FOUR Ordinary or Higher Level
subjects (including Maths, Irish or another language and English)

«  Obtain the specific programme requirements.

UL cannot guarantee entry based on the Minimum Entry Requirements.

Please note that course programmes are continuously evolving and may change without

liability. Check our prospectus for further information on our courses www.ul.ie/admissions.

Contact UL: John Mc Dermott
T 061234 122 E access@ul.ie W www.ul.ie/access

TY of LIMERICK
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All parts of your application must be completed accurately and submitted
to your link institution by the stated deadlines. If you don't send in all
information by the deadlines, your application will not be considered for

HEAR places.

This guide explains how to fill in each part of the HEAR application form.

rrr 1 ABOUT YOU

This part of the application form asks for your

personal details.

WHAT IS A PPS NUMBER?

Every person in Ireland has a PPS number. This is a unique
number made up of 7 digits and 1 letter. If you can't find
your PPS number you should contact your Local Social
Welfare Office. To find the address or contact number of
your local office consult the Department of Social & Family

Affairs website www.welfare.ie.

HOW DO I FILL IN THE ADDRESS SECTION?

This is one of the most important sections on
the form.

For example, if your address is:

St Judes

10 EIm Grove
Gort Road
Sandyford
Dublin 18

WHAT IS A CAO NUMBER?

When you apply to the Central Applications Office (CAO)
you will receive an 8 digit CAO number that begins with 09.

WHAT IF | HAVEN'T RECEIVED MY CAO NUMBER BY
| FEBRUARY?

Please complete your HEAR application and forward your

CAO number to your link institution as soon as possible.

Complete the Address Section like this:

Home Address:
House Name: Saint Judes
House Number: 10
Address 1: Elm Grove
Address 2: Gort Road
Address 3:
Address 4:
Locality or Town: Sandyford
Postcode: 18
County: Dublin
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rarr 2 ABOUT YOUR SCHOOL

WHY DO YOU ASK ABOUT MY SECONDARY SCHOOL?

We need to know your secondary school because only
applicants attending a secondary school linked to a

participating HEI are eligible to apply for HEAR.

et 3 ABOUT YOUR FAMILY

HOW DO | KNOW IF MY SCHOOL IS LINKED?

If you have questions, check with your Guidance
Counsellor, Visiting Teacher for Travellers, School Liaison

Officer or Principal.

WHICH PEOPLE IN MY FAMILY DO I NEED TO TELL
YOU ABOUT?

WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY FURTHER/HIGHER EDUCATION?

You should say yes to this question if your sibling or

Make sure to list allimmediate family members who live at parent/guardian is:

home including your parents or guardians. Currently studying a college/university course
Has finished secondary school and is going on for
If your brother or sister is studying and living away from further education
home make sure to include them.
You should say no to this question if your
sibling is:
In primary or secondary school

Doing an apprenticeship.

Please see the example below.

Name Relationship | Arethey | Arethey Where are they Is it a full
toyou over18? | infurther | studying? (Nameof | time or part
or higher | institution) time course?
education?
Aine Applicant H r\% rgﬂ r\% N/A
Julie Mother rﬂ m rﬂﬂ rf% N/A
John Father r‘ﬂ m Fﬂ r\nz N/A
Ronan Brother H m ﬁ m DCU

10
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it 4 ABOUT YOUR MEDICAL/GP VISIT CARD

Use this part of your application to tell us about your Medical/GP Visit Card. If you do not have a Medical/GP Visit Card,

you do not need to complete Form 1.

| HAVE A MEDICAL/GP VISIT CARD WHAT WILL | NEED

10 DO?

If you or your parent/guardian has a Medical/GP Visit card
you must fill in Part 1 of the form. You will find the
information to complete Part 1 printed on your
Medical/GP Visit card.

Once you have this completed, bring or post Form 1 to
the HSE Health Office that issued your card and ask them

to stamp and sign Form 1.

Form 1 must be returned to your link institution by 3 April
2009 by 5:00pm. Late or incomplete forms will not

be accepted.

WHERE 1S MY HSE LOCAL HEALTH OFFICE?

You can find details of all HSE Local Health Offices on the
website www.hse.ie or contact the HSE info line from 8am
to 8pm, Monday to Saturday at callsave 1850 24 1850 or
info@hse.ie. If you are still unsure, the best place to ask is

your family doctor’s office.

WHAT |F MY MEDICAL/GP VISIT CARD HAS EXPIRED?
Your Medical/GP Visit Card must be valid as of 3 April 2009.
Cards that expire before 3 April 2009 are not valid and will

not be considered.

WHAT IF MY MEDICAL/GP VISIT CARD IS PENDING?

You must have a Medical/GP Visit Card by 3 April 2009.

HEAR does not consider applicants with pending cards.

WHAT IF | DON'T HAVE A MEDICAL/GP VISIT CARD?

If you don't have a Medical/GP Visit card just tick no. You do

not need to complete Form 1.

et s ABOUT YOUR PARENTS'/GUARDIANS’ SOCIAL WELFARE PAYMENT

WHAT DO | DO IF MY PARENTS/GUARDIANS GET
A SOCIAL WELFARE PAYMENT?

You will need to submit Form 2. Once you complete Part 1,
your parents/guardians will need to bring or post Form 2
to their Local Social Welfare Office and a representative
from the Department of Social and Family Affairs must

complete the rest of Form 2.

"

Form 2 must be returned to your link institution by 3 April
2009 by 5:00pm. Late or incomplete forms will not be

accepted.

WHERE 1S MY LOCAL SOCIAL WELFARE OFFICE?

You can find details of your local Social
Welfare Office on the website www.welfare.ie or
LoCall 1890 66 22 44.
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mrr ¢ ABOUT YOUR PARENTS’/GUARDIANS’ FINANCES

WHAT FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS DO | NEED FOR MY
APPLICATION?

Please see the table below to find out what financial

documents are required.

TYPE OF INCOME

ROUTE

If your parents/guardians received income from more than

one source make sure to provide all relevant documents,

a job (P21 for 2008).

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED

HOW DO | GET
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS?

WHAT IS THE
CLOSING DATE?

e.g. income from social welfare (Form 2) and income from

My parent/guardian is an employee

P21 for 2008

www.revenue.ie

5:00pm, 3 April 2009

My parent/guardian is
self employed

Notice of Assessment
for 2007

www.revenue.ie

5:00pm, 3 April 2009

My parent/guardian receives
income from farming or rental

properties etc.

Notice of Assessment
for 2007

www.revenue.ie

5:00pm, 3 April 2009

My parent/guardian receives
income from other sources such as
maintenance agreements or

divorce agreements.

Relevant evidence such as
the Separation Agreement
detailing the amount of
maintenance payments

received.

Your solicitor

5:00pm, 3 April 2009

My parent/guardian receives
income from Social

Welfare Payments

Form 2

Local Social Welfare
Office. www.welfare.ie
1890 66 22 44

5:00pm, 3 April 2009

All documents need to be submitted to your link institution by 3 April 2009 by 5:00pm.
Late or incomplete documents will not be accepted.

12
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HOW DO | GET A P21 OR NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT?

Your parents/guardians will not automatically receive a

P21 or Notice of Assessment from Revenue.

They will need to apply for this online or by contacting
their local Revenue Office. Please check www.revenue.ie

to find your local Revenue Office.

MY PARENTS/GUARDIANS WORK OUTSIDE
WHAT FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS DO | NEED?

Please contact your link institution as documents required
vary depending on where your parents/guardians

are working.

IRELAND.

MY FAMILY HAS A TAX CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE AND/OR A
TAX CREDIT DOCUMENT; CAN | SUBMIT THIS INSTEAD OF A
P21 OR NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT?

No, you must submit a P21 or a Notice of Assessment. Tax
clearance certificates or tax credit documents are not

accepted.

MY PARENTS ARE NOT LEGALLY SEPARATED WHAT
DOCUMENTS DO | PROVIDE?

If your parents are not legally separated and you do not
have a separation agreement, you will need to provide an
affidavit from a solicitor or commissioner of oaths stating
the date of separation and the amount of maintenance

your family receives each month.

It is important to note that documents can take several weeks to be issued. Late documents will not

be accepted.

prr 7 ABOUT YOUR PARENTS'/GUARDIANS’ JOBS

Use this part of the application to tell us about your
parents’/guardians’ employment history. You will need

their help to fill this part in accurately.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS?

Employment status is what your parents/guardians are
doing for work right now. Fill this part in for

both parents.

13

WHAT IF ONE OF MY PARENTS/GUARDIANS DOESN'T LIVE
WITH ME?

If you are in contact with that parent/guardian you need

to complete this part even if they don't live with you.

WHAT IF | CAN'T ANSWER BECAUSE | HAVE NO CONTACT
WITH MY PARENTS/GUARDIANS?

If you can’t answer because you have no contact with your

parents/guardians, please tick the box marked No Contact.
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prr ¢ YOUR DECLARATION

In this section you declare that all the information you supplied in your application is correct.

WHY DO YOU FORWARD MY APPLICATION TO OTHER
HEAR INSTITUTIONS?

The link institutions will need to know who has applied for
HEAR and their course choices. Your link institution will
send your HEAR application to your top three HEAR
choices. For further information please see page 3 of
this guide.

Please see the example below.

WILL YOU EVER USE MY NAME OR PERSONAL DETAILS FOR
RESEARCH PURPOSES?

We will never use your name or any personal details for
research purposes. Some details on your application may
be used for research, but no personal information will ever

be used.

Declaration:

If you agree with all statements listed below please tick all boxes and sign your name.

Unsigned applications are considered incomplete.

| certify that the information supplied in this application form is correct and
complete.

| agree that the details on and accompanying my application can be forwarded YES
to the other HEAR institutions listed on my CAO application.
| agree that HEAR institutions may check my CAO course choices and CAO YES
Change of Mind in order to process my application.
| agree that my financial details and supporting documents may be reviewed
by an independent financial advisor and they will be treated confidentially.

| understand that if | have misrepresented myself or given false declaration a
| will be ineligible for HEAR.

| understand that some details on my application will be used for research
purposes, but my name will never be used.

14
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You cannot add the following courses to your CAO application after 1 February 2009.

HEI COURSE TITLE (A0 CODE
DIT Architecture DT101
BDIT R Music DT501
% Drama (performance) DT529
o Music Foundation DT527
Design: Interior & Furniture DT544
Design: Visual Communications DT545
Fine Art DT546
Design: Display DT515
Photography DT559
NUIG Please contact NUIG Please contact NUIG
=: NUIM Music MH103
NULMATNOo™
TCD Medicine TRO51
Single Honour Music TR002

Two Subject Moderatorship

which contain:

University of Dublin,
Trinity College

Music or Drama combinations TROO1
Music Education TR009
Drama & Theatre Studies TR025
UcCC Music CK103
comr e Arts with Music CK104
Drama & Theatre Studies CK112
Medicine (Undergraduate Entry) CK701
ucD Agricultural & Food Science DNO010, DN040-DN049
Programmes
Architecture DNO0O1
Medicine DN002
Sports Management DNO024
Veterinary Medicine DNO005
UL Irish Music & Dance LM030
BA Voice & Dance LMO031
Architecture LM099

15



CLOSING DATES

Application Form

No later than 5:00pm, 1 February 2009

Financial Documentation

Form 1, Form 2 and all relevant documentation

No later than 5:00pm, 3 April 2009

16
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