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· The final schedule for the IUQB-IUA joint conference entitled ‘Challenges & Opportunities in Developing 4th Level Ireland’ was agreed and circulated to over five hundred potential attendees from higher education, the wider public sector, private sector and others. The programme is available from https://www.gowestconferences.ie/IUQB2008 
· The Irish Universities’ PhD Graduates’ Skills Statement has been finalised and circulated to respective Academic Council for noting with strong endorsement from the Deans of Graduate Education, Vice-Presidents for Research and Registrars. The statement has undergone a number of formatting iterations and will very shortly become available for circulation and use. 
· The Network Coordinator has presented at a number of events including Graduate Careers Ireland’s bi-annual conference. The theme of the conference was Fourth Level education. At this event the Network Coordinator outlined the Network’s role and work to date including the skills statement, early planning for the conference and the primary principles of Fourth Level education that the Deans of Graduate Studies consider crucial to the achievement of the Strategy for Science Technology and Innovation’s goals. 
· The initial draft of the Fourth Level Ireland website was completed. The Deans have provided a response to the content and the IUA will publish a final version of the website in the near future. 
· The Fourth Level Network has interacted effectively with both the HEA and the IUQB on their respective reviews of Structured PhD programmes and the National guidelines on the organisation of PhD programmes. The Network continues to liaise with both the HEA and the IUQB on these two important reviews. 
· The Network has liaised with the Queen’s University Belfast on the potential for all Ireland initiatives on graduate education. This may involve the leveraging of funds with the Northern Ireland Department of Education and Learning to support split site studentships and all Ireland ‘gradschools’ at which PhD students would receive training in a number of generic and transferable skills. The IUA forwarded a letter to Queen’s Research and Regional Services unit expressing interest in exploring opportunities to develop collaborative links in graduate education. (see appendix A & B)
· The Network has also considered the practicalities of recording and agreeing on student participation in inter-institutional graduate programmes. The Network has drafted an initial ‘Credit Transfer Agreement’ on this issue and further consideration on this issue will take place before submission to the sector. 
· The position paper on the needs and organisational principles of structured PhD education is nearing completion and will be available in autumn 2008. 
Activities for the next period

· The IUA will print and disseminate the ‘skills statement’ and the Network Coordinator is scheduled to speak at a number of university events, including PhD student inductions, to explain the statement and its purpose. 

· The Network Coordinator will attend a conference in Helsinki in October sponsored under the Bologna process discussing ‘Third cycle degrees: competences and researcher careers’. This event will explore the internationalisation of doctoral education and the promotion of researcher mobility. 
· The Network will further consider the practical challenges of inter-institutional graduate programmes. 

· The review panel for the review of National guidelines on the organisation of PhD programmes will have Fourth Level Network representation.
· The IUQB-IUA conference will take place on 14-15 October. 

· CAPES, the funding agency of the Brazilian ministry of education, have approached the IUA with a view to exploring areas of potential collaboration in both undergraduate and postgraduate education. This may include the hosting of a seminar to discuss possibilities and senior officers of CAPES will meet with the IUA in October. 
· The Fourth level Network will be represented at the Irish Science Open Forum in Dublin in November and will take an exhibitor’s space.  
· The Network Coordinator will attend the EU-US higher education conference in Atlanta, Georgia, which will explore ways to attract more people into science and engineering careers and the development of transatlantic degrees to attract more talented young people into science careers

New website and also the online brochure. 

http://www.designhouse.ie/4th-level/index.html (still draft)

www.i-studentadvisor.com/iua 

