Note on Research Integrity

In 2008 the VPDOR group discussed the need to deal at a national level on the issue of Research Integrity. In particular it was recognised that there should be an independent procedure in place to deal with this issue.  In many cases there are no clear internal university policies apart from standard disciplinary procedures. Regardless of any structure it was agreed that there must be the involvement of an external body. IUA is aware of a number of models (Danish Office of Scientific Misconduct) and in particular the role of the Royal Society in the UK.  
In November COC met with Nicholas Canny and Peter Mitchell RIA who are amenable to involving RIA.  COC also met with F. Gannon SFI who will support out activity. Spoke to Mattie McCabe concerning an SFI study in this area done in 2005; however the study was of a purely legal nature and of little relevance. 

COC contacted the EUA who are only in the early stages of considering this issue. They have agreed to engage in an ESF led project and requested a nominee from IUA to represent the EUA at a workshop in Madrid last November. IUA agreed with John Smith (EUA) that Dr. Alan Donnelly, University of Limerick would represent the EUA at this event; Alan is a member of the Irish Council for Bioethics. Note that Dr. Maura Hiney (HRB) attended this workshop. It is important to note that Alan was the only university representative at the workshop, all other participants coming from funding agencies across Europe. 

As a follow up the ESF have established a number of working groups and Alan will participate in the one entitled “setting up national and institutional structures to promote good research practice and deal with research misconduct”

We have made excellent progress in this area as Ireland is now effectively representing the EUA on this project and take the lead in this endeavour. 
Conor O’Carroll 7th January 2009
Please find reports by Alan below and documents/presentations are attached. 



From: Alan.Donnelly [mailto:alan.donnelly@ul.ie] 
Sent: 20 November 2008 12:21
To: Conor O'Carroll
Subject: RE: ESF - CSIC workshop on Research Integrity 
RE: ESF - CSIC workshop on Research Integrity

Hi Conor

Having just returned from CSIC workshop I thought I should provide some feedback:

The ESF meeting was interesting and informative: the outcome was a draft of a series of recommendations on a research integrity policy for Europe.  At the moment, there is a wide variation in policy across Europe, with some nations such as the UK having very developed policy, whilst others (including Ireland) only have policies drafted by individual funding agencies.

There was a common consensus that well publicised cases of scientific fraud in the media had a major negative effect on the public perception of researchers. To deal with this a common policy to allow investigation of alleged failures of integrity is necessary, given the large amount of international collaboration within Europe.

The meeting report will call for:

· Research funding to measure the prevalence of research integrity breaches.

· An agreed definition of research integrity that can be applied everywhere.

· An agreed common procedure to investigate failures of research integrity.

It was notable that I was the only attendee from a University; all other were from funding agencies, Government departments or from national Institutes similar to the Royal Irish Academy.  There was some discussion over whether Universities could or would police themselves, but it was felt that they should have systems in place.

I made contact with a number of people who had relevant information; in particular Glyn Davies from Research Councils UK, Andy Stainthorpe from the UK Research Integrity Office and Peggy Fischer, who is associate Inspector general for investigations in the US NSF.  All feel that we will need help in developing an appropriate policy, and more so in implementing investigations.  The UK has recently developed a similar national policy for Universities which would be well worth a look (http://www.ukrio.org.uk/home/) and have a training system in place for investigators.

I have attached my presentation and ESF documents outlining policy on research integrity.

Regards,

Alan



From: Alan.Donnelly [mailto:alan.donnelly@ul.ie] 
Sent: 22 December 2008 16:20
To: Brian.Fitzgerald; Conor O'Carroll
Subject: FW: conclusions of the ESF - CSIC Workshop on Research Integrity and Working Groups 
Dear Brian and Conor

Please find attached a document listing the final conclusions of the ESF-CSIC workshop on research integrity.

Note that they are looking for members for working groups on research integrity (2nd document).  I note that the 3rd working group listed (check list for setting up national and institutional structures to promote good research practice and deal with research misconduct) is very relevant to UL and the IUA.

I’d like to put myself forward for that working group if possible.  I’m not sure at this stage if this will require future attendance at meetings; I’d imagine that it will at some stage require a meeting.

Would I have your support in putting my name forward for this?

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year

Alan
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